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I , .: , 4 ' 8 ,  i ,- J ' 1 ;  I.? r ,' , ' 
a1 moriitoriag repor t s , rece i l t ly  

a r a  Gazet te ,  the effects  of r a d i a -  
tion on tl?ssl~rrouridi:ig c o m ~ n u n l t y  f r o m  t h e  Belgian 

I I 

s r es idues anu other  rad ioac t ive  r n a t e r i a l s ~ ~ t o r e d . a I  
4 ,  .' ', ' 1 .  

- !he s a t e  a r e  minimal .  
- "  \I' . 1 % -  

T h e  Belgian ores  cur ren t ly  ?re  s to red  in bui ldings,  
including a  huge ccncre te  silo, which is  a prominent, 

I a # fea ture  on the  nor t5ern  Niagara  County horizon. T h e  
V.S. government  h a s  s h ~ u l d e r e d  al l  monitor ing a n d  

B~ ~ A A E T Y $ ' O X  
I . , , , .  - , I (  . - .  main tenance  costs s inze t h e  m a t e r i a l s  arr ived,  i n .  

G a v o t t e  S ~ a f f  Writer" - < I , > < .  + . r  I Lewiston in the'mid-1950s. , , . ? I .  

T~EVJSSTON -- '4 Be:giao c o m p a n y ,  OWE& o f  m o r e  : :fore than  half of  the-radioact ivq m a t e r i a l s  bn the 
than  3.1,000 tons o! r ~ d i o a c t i v e  rcs idces  in s to rage  s: 1 .  ,farr.ieer.ordnamce~pr~peqiy~~re%~vni..d by'tbe Belgian 

, , -. r- 2 csJ I * c o m y a n y :  . .7 the,  f o r m e r  ,Lakc Oiltarlo O r d n s n c o  V~'or'r;s, is sil?: 
pos3cl to remove  th-3 m a t e r i a i s  by 1933, acco:di;ig to a  ' I -  In ihe p a s t ,  D O G  ofiicials'hav'e t a lked  zbollt t h e  
25-year con t rac t  wi". tye fcdorai  g o v e x v e n t .  . 1 poss ib~l i ty  of shipping the  Belg ian  r c a t e r i a l s  ou t  

I 
~ i : t  the re  is ;aountiilg evidence tllat the comp:?ly, / wCst, wilere there  3re s e v e r a l  mills c a p a b l e  of re- 

s n i o 5  f>l iniere  dq  uari t  X i ~ ~ t a n g a  of Brusse i j ,  h a s  no c h i m i n g  t h e  usable  u r a n i u m  ore.  Or t h e  r e s i d u e s ;  
intention of doing s o ,  m a y  s tay  in Lcwiston. 

N e g o t i a t l ~ n s  h a v e  blgtin a t  the  dipjornaiic l e ~ ~ e j ,  On t h a t  question, R a ~ n s e y  w a s  s i lent ,  sdy ing  o n l i  " 4 
I ,that no decljion'had b e e n ' m a d e ,  h , .:, r, i,ij,' 
/ $ ~?lhe,DOE:originsi :y~plann~d 16 ~ l ~ e c & n r n i s s i o n \ '  ' 

the o rdnance  proper ty  by  t h e  middle  of this  decade :  
I _ , T h e  contamin;i:ed,lilatel-ial.~~iould, ~ e p h a c e d  in con-' 

----- --------- t a m e r s  a n d  shipped e l sewhere ,  an$, th'e ~b<ru!i tm 
claim the  residues- i s p i l e  11 ~ g r e e i ~ n t  w1t.h tg 1 property would be ' f ree '  of rad i 'ozc tbe ' ina te r ia l '  for  
U.S. government  in 1958, 1 t he  fi?st t i m e  since 1344.. . 'C 

Ui:.mate!y. t h e  h d i o a c t i v r  m a t e r i a l s ,  including , - n o  u~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ poin+ana ilie 
5 5 , 7 5 6  pounds of u r a n i ~ m  oxide a ~ f  a lmos t  two DOE, m a y  decide to l e a v e  $11 the  res idces  in Z‘ewisr pounds of r ad iu in ,  m a y  well end  up s taying ln :his 
country and p c r h a p s r i g h t  where  they a r e  now, on 1 9 1  1 ton, iccluciing those s o y  owned by  the,B'elgi3n~:;~ . , .  ' ,  , . - I  1 ' ' . , . I  

a c res  of f e d e r a l  land off F le tcher  Road ,  
"We a r e  still d ~ s c u s s i n g  with t h : ~  the  disposition 

of this mater ial ,"  w a s  the  on!/ coi?lz?eeat f ro= IZobert 
R a m s e y ,  deputy d i rec tor  of the  w a s t e  t c a n a g e m e n t  
p rogram for the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of E c e r g y .  

Th@ Belgian company  w a s  one of t h e ~ m a j o r  sup-  I 
pliers on' u ran ium ores to the  W.5. during the  i r e n z : ~ d  
development  of the atomic b o h b  in 'biorld W a r  I!. ,' 

C o a v ~ n c e d ,  perhaps ,  of fu ture  rec lamat ion  yalue,  
the  cornparty retairied r ights  to the  low-level rad ioac-  For:  R. W ,  Ranisey, D i r e c t o r  
Live mate r ia l s  remain ing  in the ur,anium ore  process-  . Remedial A c t i o n  Program O f f i c e  
ing wastes .  , \ DOE - Washington, D. C .  

The fu tu re  economic abtent ial  n e ~ e r ~ m a t e r i a l i z e d  , 

slnce the  cost,of reclar6at ion still  exceeds t h e  value . 
of the ores .  Now, the  U.5. a g e n t  fo r  the Belgian f i rm ,  
'African Metals  Tnc.: s e e m s  willing to give up those * 

r ights . ,  , ' 

"The va lue , '  in- r3day 's  co:nmerce, is not g r e a t  
enough tg'justify rec la iming  It," R a m s e y  said. 
a P.amsey sa!d the  D O E  m a j  a s s m e  responsibility 
for the mate r ia l ,  b u t  would no t  d o  so wi thos t  compen- 
sation from the Ee lg lans .  "Both part ies ,  essentialiy, 
h a v e  a  balance t o  reach," he sa id .  
See W A S T E S ,  8A 
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