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than 11,000 tons of d.oactwe residues in

the, former,Lake- Ontario’ Ordnance Womg, is sup;

~posad to remove the materials by 1923, according toa-
25-year contract with the federal government. -+ .,
But there is mounting evidenge tnaf the compkny,
Union Miniere dy Haut i{atanea of. BIU.)SQL;:, has'no
intentign of doingso, . | A
Negotiations have begun 'at ‘the. dzp*oma fic. level,
anu xf qppears the Beigzan rirm would prefer not to -

clam the-residues,- dnspxte an. dgreement th‘n the-

U.5.governmentin'1858,. . . _

- Ultimately, .the. r\adloachve mutemals, mciud*ng;*

55,156 poundsi of.uranium’ oxide and almost. two

pounds of radium, may well end up staying in this:
country and perhapsright where they a;e now, on-181 .

acresof federalland off Pletcher Road..-
cYVWe are still discussing with the
oft ismaterial,”

program for the U.S. Deuar*meutm Energy.

The Belgian company was one of the'majbf sup’-"f;‘
pliers of uranium ores to the U.5. during the frenzied

dewalcmmentmft e atomic bomb in World War 11, -

Couvmced perhaps, of future reclamation value, "

the compa nir retaiced rights to the low-level radicac-

tive materials remaining in the uramum ore prccesg-"..,.;

mawastes RN

'T‘h° future economic potentlal never, mat@mahzed .
since the cost of reclamaticn still exceeds the value -
of the ores. Now the .S/ agent for the Belglan‘x‘wmr .
zve up thosc :

African Metals: Inc ;y seems wx l!ug fo
rfghts RS

"“The" value,
enough to'justify reclaiming it,"" Ramsey said.:

Ramsey sald the DOE may assume responsxbxlity'

forthe material, but would not do so without compen-
sation from the Belgians. “'Both parties, essentially,
have a balance{oreach,’ hesaid. - - :
See WASTES, 8A

LEWISTON — ‘«& Beman '"o*ﬁpaxiy, owner of mor e? o
1 storage ab

m the drp(mtzonw"
wasthe omy ca;q mentfrom Robert
Ramsey, deputy director of the waste management

in’ mdays co"lmerce, is nQL gr{.atv

'Con‘cmuadfrom TA' ":'1‘: b STLE T SN
According to tederal’ "nomtorin"f reports: recenth
‘obtained by the Niagara Gazette, the effects of radxa-
“tion on thessurrounding: community fromthe Belgi
sresidues and other radloacuv ma*enalmtor d at
- thesite are minimal; ey R
- The Belgian ores f‘urrently are stored in buidmgs
including a huge concrete silo; which is a prominent
ieature on the northern N:agara County horizon, The'
U5, government has shouldered all monitoring and
maintenance costs since’ the- ‘materials alrwed Ln
Lewiston inthe! md -1950s. .- . - RN

f@rmcr ordnance propert are owned by t‘w B lg* n
oomnany e
In the past, DOL ofr*c'“* have talked about the
posswmhty of shipping the Belgian materials out
claiming the usable uramum ore Or th eswduos
mdys ay in Lewistion. .
On that question, Ramsey was szlent saymg only
th tnodecisionhad been'made., o ,
fasDhes DO s griginally. planned téwdecgm:nlss;@n\’
fhe ordnance property by the middle of this decade
.The contaminated material.would be piaced in com<’
tainers and chlpped elsewhers, and’ the L;W‘ston
"property would be” free of 1 c.dmacthe m atemal' io;
Lhe firsttime since 1244, -, .- ~é
_ ‘Buuhcrp i5no’ “e‘scwhereﬂat Lh\s Domt**and the’
“DOE may decide toleave 31l 9 the regidu ies inLewis
[ ion an:udlng\those .30w owned bythp Belglan Ff’ (N

HEV

R. W. Ramsey, Director
Remedial Action Program Office
DOE - Washington, D. C.

For:

““Morethan halfof the- radioactwe mafemais on Lh% ;

west, where thereare several mills capable of re--
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